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MEDIA RELEASE

Australian High Commissioner launches aid projects in Ghana’s Ashanti and Western regions
Accra, 4 July 2013 - Australian High Commissioner to Ghana, HE Joanna Adamson, will launch two development projects during a three-day visit to Ghana’s Ashanti and Western Regions.
In Kumasi, High Commissioner Adamson will officially announce Australian government support of AUD 380,800 (GH¢704,244) for the two-year “Improved Yam Storage for Food Security and Income” research program.

The program will be jointly run by the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology’s (KNUST) College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR) Crops Research Institute (CRI).  Researchers led by Dr Robert Aidoo will work on finding improved techniques to store yam to reduce post-harvest losses and increase the food security and income of farmers, processors, traders and other stakeholders.
In Bibiani, High Commissioner Adamson will officially open an AUD 20,685 (GH¢41,300) Information Computer Technology laboratory for the Noble Gold Bibiani Primary and Junior High school funded through the Australian government small grants scheme, the Direct Aid Program (DAP).

“These projects demonstrate Australia’s ongoing commitment to improving food security and education in Ghana,” said the High Commissioner, who will also call on Ashanti Regional Minister the Hon. Eric Opoku, and Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology Vice Chancellor Prof. William Otto Ellis.
In 2012 – 13, the Australian High Commission provided around half a million Cedis in small grants to communities in Ghana and countries in the sub-region in sectors such as water and sanitation, renewable energy, education and agriculture.
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